NAVAL AIR STATION WILDWOOD

AVIATION MUSEUM!

Naval Air Station Wildwood (NASW) Aviation Museum is a non-profit museum located at the Cape May Airport
inside historic Hangar #1. Commissioned in April 1943, NASW served as an active dive-bomber squadron
training facility during World War Il. Today, Hangar #1 has been restored and transformed into an Aviation
Museum that houses a number of aircraft, engines, special exhibits, and educational interactive displays.

FIRE CONTROL TOWER NO. 23

*There are 199 steps to the top of the tower with interpretive panels long the way. If you wish to opt out of
climbing the steps, your entry fee will be refunded to you at the site. There are still things to see outside of the
tower while others may be climbing.

Fire Control Tower No. 23 is New Jersey’s last remaining restorable World War Il tower, part of the immense
Harbor Defense of the Delaware system known as Fort Miles, playing a major part in coastal defenses. Built in
1942, the tower was one of 15 towers that helped aim batteries of coastal artillery, stretching from North
Wildwood, N.J. to Bethany Beach, DE. Four were in Cape May County, N.J.—the towers located in North
Wildwood and Wildwood Crest were torn down and a third tower is located inside Cape May’s Grand Hotel,
Beach and Philadelphia avenues. Fire Control Tower No. 23 is on land now part of the Cape May Point State
Park. The tower was listed on the New Jersey Register of Historic Places on May 29, 2003 and on the National
Register on Nov. 17, 2003.

The Tower was restored in 2008-09 by the Mid-Atlantic Center for the Arts & Humanities (MAC). The project
included: building spiral staircases in the Tower so that the public can safely climb to the top; construction of a
wooden walkway from the street to the Tower, and a deck around its base, to preserve the fragile dune
environment; replacing the missing windows and doors; recreating historical details, such as the original
wooden ladders, and outfitting the watch room and viewing platform at the top; installing interpretive panels
along the walkway and at every level in the Tower; introducing lighting and safety alarms; and upgrading the
existing parking lot across Sunset Boulevard and connecting it with a cross-walk to the Tower. Robert Russell
of Holt Morgan Russell was the restoration architect.

The 3rd level of the Tower features a "Wall of Honor" with then-and-now photographs of more than 100 area
World War Il veterans. In 2012, an "All Veterans Memorial" was erected on the deck at the base of the Tower.



